January 17, 2021

We are Still Doing
Church!

Like what you are
experiencing during this
time of online worship
and small groups and
kids/youth activities?
Want to join a fellowship
of fellow sojourners who
seek to follow Jesus?
We welcome you to
consider becoming a
member of Centennial
United Methodist
Church. [CLICK HERE] to
read more!

• • GET CONNECTED • •

SMALL GROUPS | CARE TEAMS
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
KIDS & YOUTH ACTIVITIES
BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, AND FUNERALS
ADULT MUSIC GROUPS
NEED SUPPORT OR HELP?

Join us for our
Sunday online services:

Join Sunday worship for both
campuses through our website, or
our Youtube Channel. You can also
join a live watch party for St. Anthony
Park's worship with other members
of the Centennial Community at
10:00am Sundays on our SAP
Facebook page.

• TOP ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS •

Discussion of the Netflix documentary “13th”: January 21st - 7:00-8:30pm: Discussion of 13th | Join members of the
Centennial Anti-Racism committee in a discussion of the Netflix documentary, 13th, a 2016 American documentary film
by director Ava DuVernay. The film explores the "intersection of race, justice, and mass incarceration in the United
States;" it is titled after the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, adopted in 1865, which abolished
slavery throughout the United States and ended involuntary servitude except as a punishment for conviction of a crime.
Come if you have watched it already to discuss. [CLICK HERE] for Zoom link.
New Adult FaithWalk opportunity, The Parables of Jesus, starting soon - How many times have you read the Parable of
the Good Samaritan? Or the Prodigal Son? How many times have you stopped and asked yourself what they meant? Join
Josh Melvin for The Parables of Jesus, a 15-session FaithWalk course to learn, discuss, and apply 14 famous parables
that Jesus taught such as the Parable of the Sower and the Parable of the Ten Virgins. Starting January 31st via Zoom.
Sign-up by emailing janderson@centennialumc.org
UMW vs Covid19: Even Covid19 cannot keep the industrious and creative members of the UMW from being active and
seeking to fulfill their purpose. During the year 2020 our Unit has been active by having Unit and Circle meetings via
Zoom. We collected 352 pairs of socks, 799# of Clothing and Household Items for Dept of Indian Work and a car load
each for two other projects. We constructed Valentines for the church shut-ins, were instrumental in Church
Composting (now on hold), supported Emma Norton Services Annual Benefit and Move-In-Tote-Baskets and sent post
cards to our Governor in support of Maternal Health. Even though we could not meet in person we still had our three
major fund raisers – Non-Event Spring Luncheon, sold 12 cases of Georgia Pecans and member Pledges. This allowed us
to contribute $11,000 to World, National and Local Mission projects. It has been a blessing to be active for our
communities despite the Covid restriction. As we look to events in 2021 we look forward to meeting in person and
having others join us in meeting the needs of women and children around the world.

• CENTENNIAL COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS •
Altar Flowers:
The White roses are celebrating these lives who are part of the Centennial Family. No service information is available.
Jack Gysbers, who passed away on January 8, 2021.
Ron Stoefen who passed away January 8, 2021.
Disrupting white supremacy small group: A new small group for white bodies looking to disrupt white supremacy from
within begins soon. This group will be asked to get uncomfortable and dive deep into how whiteness shows up for them.
It will use My Grandmother’s Hands by Resmaa Menakem as a guide in doing the work and be facilitated by Sara Metz.
The group will meet every third week and be a 6 month commitment. The exact date and time will vary depending on
the needs of the group. Please contact Sara Metz at snmetz@msn.com if you have any questions regarding the group.
Church and Society thanks CUMC members: for their support of those with unprecedented needs in 2020. Beyond the
school tools collection and hats and mittens, we were able to provide housing support funding through Habitat for
Humanity and Emma Norton (transitional housing for women/families). Hunger needs were funded through the Catholic
Charities program for feeding homeless, Every Meal (formerly Sheridan) providing food for area students, Keystone
Community Services and the Ralph Reader Food Shelf. Stability and life support funds were donated to the Dignity
Center, an outreach program at Hennepin Avenue Methodist, the Wesley Foundation addressing the needs of U. of M.
students (offices at SAP), Interfaith Action of Greater St. Paul (which includes support for the Indigenous community).
This is a caring, inclusive and generous congregation.
Hats and Mittens: Church and Society would like to thank everyone who donated to the Hats and Mittens project this
year. A total of 44 hats and 30 pairs of mittens/gloves were donated to keep children in the community warm this
winter. In addition, $855 was collected for the project. Each $10 donation will buy a child a hat and mitten set. Thank
you for your kindness and generosity.

Adult Anti-Racism Book bag club: Read books at your own pace and at your own time and exchange them for more at
the end of the month, connect with other people within the group to further dialogue on what you are reading as you
wish. This program is similar to a library, just all the guess work of finding books is done for you! Preference is for
participants to pick up and drop off their books at the Roseville campus on weekends. but willing to work out other
arrangements on a case by case basis. Books would be featuring unique historical biographies, Black liberation theology
and other pertinent theological works pertaining to anti-racism, and books written by Black and Indigenous People of
Color. If you are interested in being a part of the book bag club, or have questions about what books will be offered,
contact Amanda Schultz at mandaroo112@gmail.com - rotation schedule would be sent out to participants and books
exchanged once a month on the last weekend of the month, starting on the weekend of January 30-31st. Please sign up
no later than January 17th to ensure we have enough books.
Centennial's Meals on Wheels team is short 2 routes. Drivers Roseville's group is very careful, and has good practices in
place. If anyone has an hour or two, to spare, once every 3 weeks, Contact Mary Ann Krinkie at 651-484-2297 or
mjkrinkie@gmail.com.
Prayer Chain available for your requests: Do you have a prayer concern for yourself or a loved one? The Centennial
prayer chain exists to share your concerns with God and others. Contact Julie Elholm in the church office at
jelholm@centennialumc.org. with your prayer request and indicate if it is to be shared with the congregation or just the
pastoral staff.
Giving Remotely: We continue to value your gifts during this time, which allow staff and ministry to continue on in
creative ways. There are multiple ways to give while you are away from the church building. Go to the website at
http://centennialumc.org/index.php/go-serve/giving. And yes, we are happy to receive your contribution via the postal
service. Our address is Centennial UMC, 1524 County Road C2 West, Roseville MN 55113. Thank you for helping us
keep ministry strong.

• God At Work •
Reimagining preschool during Covid pandemic
by Sarah CR Clark
Joyful preschool children wiggled their way down
Como Avenue to College Park one recent morning. Two
teachers walked among them; one wearing a hiking
backpack containing a speaker playing “The Grinch Who
Stole Christmas,” the other pulling a wagon of water
bottles, snacks and extra hats and mittens.
The kids walked, jumped and rolled along the
sidewalk, the boulevard and any snow piles nearby.
I saw beautiful chaos as I accompanied them . . .
until a pedestrian appeared on the same sidewalk
heading towards the children. Then all was orderly. Each child, without hesitation, quietly hopped off the sidewalk onto
the grass and waited at a distance for the woman to pass before continuing to the park.
While much of the preschool life at St. Anthony Park Community Nursery School remains the same during this
pandemic time, some things are very different.
When it became clear last summer that COVID-19 would continue to alter daily life, Community Nursery School
Director Molly Breen began to reimagine preschool. The 70-plus- year-old preschool program is housed within
Centennial Methodist’s SAP building (2200 Hillside). As new health and safety guidelines emerged, Breen shifted her
program from a classroom based preschool to an “adventure preschool” that sees the outdoors as its primary
classroom.

That shift seemed logical, given the health information that “we had a lot fewer transmissions of COVID-19
outdoors,” Breen explained. While students spend some time indoors (mainly lunch and rest), at least 75 percent of
every day is spent outside.
“It took a ton of planning,” Breen reflected about going to outdoor learning and activities. She and her team tackled
several logistical challenges including mobilizing and weatherproofing classroom materials and gear, helping all 34 kids
navigate safely within fenceless urban parks and even procuring portable composting toilets with pop-up latrine tents.
And they met the challenges.
“Now that we’ve moved out of the theoretical and into the practical, lived experience of outdoor learning, it’s such a
joy and so naturally open-ended and liberating for kids, it was worth all of the additional planning and gear,” Breen said.
Sarah Langford, parent of two preschoolers, said she feels fortunate her kids attend SAP Community Nursery School.
“We love their safety considerations and how they were incorporating being outside into safety,” she said, recalling
her enrollment decision. “In all honesty, the first few cold, rainy days I was a bit worried about them. That said, they
came home happy! We send them in warm gear. It is amazing how much fun kids have outside.”
Similarly, SunMin May Hwang voiced enthusiasm for her son’s attending the Community Nursery School this year.
“JuneHan loves being outdoors more than I could ever imagine!” she said. “We thought the benefits of going to
preschool outweighed the risk.” While this is JuneHan’s third year at the Community Nursery School, his mother said he
doesn’t miss the way preschool was held before COVID-19.
Martha Duerr, a teacher at Community Nursery School, sees advantages in adventure based preschool. She has
noticed preschoolers’ confidence and independence increasing as they begin to see themselves as “capable
adventurers;” managing their own gear and navigating outdoor terrains. She has also seen fewer challenging behaviors.
“The open space seems to have a diffusing effect on some of our bigger personalities and we are not experiencing
children reaching sensory overload as we do in an enclosed space,” Duerr said. “Additionally, the children have bonded
over their shared adventuring and tend to work together rather than in competition with each other.”
Michael Townley, the mother of son Miles who attends the preschool, said she hopes that shifting to the outdoors
becomes a significant movement.
“The success of the outdoor curriculum is really one of the silver linings of the pandemic, and proof that sometime
unique circumstances push us to try things we wouldn’t have otherwise,” she said. “I hope this focus on outdoor
integration becomes a permanent part of the preschool program, and that other schools see the success of it and follow
suit.”
Meanwhile, back to the preschool adventurers. On that recent morning, they made it to College Park, stopping once
to admire a neighbor’s goat sculpture. After showing me the rock where they once found coyote poop, the preschoolers
scattered across the field and into the trees to play their favorite games such as “hide and seek” and “roll down the hill.”
While so much about preschool at SAP Community Nursery School is different this year, so much is wonderfully still the
same.
[Click here] for original article. Sarah CR Clark is a resident of St. Anthony Park and a regular Bugle freelance writer.

